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THE NORTHERN IRELAND COUNCIL FOR
POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION
PSYCHIATRY SPECIALITY COMMr'ITEE
The Committee looks forward to an easier task in arranging suitable training for
junior doctors with the centralisation of senior house officer appointments from
August, 1975. I't is hoped that a smoothly planned training covering Senior House
Officer and Registrar years will be arranged for most trainees. Early in 1975 all
current trainees will be invited informally to discuss their training plans and needs
with two members of the Committee. These members will be consultants from
hospitals other than the one where the trainee is working.
In recent meetings a major task has been to provide the Department of. Health
and Social Services with realistic figures for establishments in Psychiatry and of
doctors actually in post.
W.O.McC.
ANAESTHETICS cOMMrIT1E
The Anaesthetics Committee of the Northern Ireland Council for Postgraduate
Medical Education pursued its usual activities during the course of the year. Two
intensive courses for the Primary and Final F.F.A.R.C.S. were held during the year
and were well supported both by local trainees and also by some not working in
Northern Ireland itself. Apart from this, weekly tutorial classes were maintained
throughout the academic terms.
The rotation of trainees was supervised satisfactorily and at present each trainee
has the opportunity of acquiring experience in all branches of anaesthesia while
in the training programme. The Department of Anaesthetics also supervised several
overseas graduates working in research for higher qualifications.
During the course of the year representatives of the Joint Committee for Higher
Professional Training visited Northern Ireland and went to hospitals in each of the
Area Boards. They returned a satisfactory report on the higher training programme
as organised in Northern Ireland and there are now 16 approved Senior Registrar
posts on an agreed rotation.
J.W.D.
SURGICAL TRAINING coMMrTIEE
The members of the Committee are: -Professor A. D. Roy (Chairman), Mr.
T. G. Parks (Secretary); Mr. J. H. Balmer, Southern Area; Mr. H. M. Bennett,
Western Area; Mr. R. C. Curry, Belfast City Hospital; Mr. C. Gilligan, Mater
Infirmorum Hospital; Mr. N. C. Hughes, Plastic Surgery; Mr. G. W. Johnston,
Royal Victoria Hospital; Mr. T. L. Kennedy, Royal Victoria Hospital; Mr. A.
McCalister, Ulster Hospital; Dr. J. E. McKnight, Secretary, Ni. Council for Post-
graduate Medical Education; Mr. N. McLeod, N.I. Orthopaedic Service; Dr. R. P.
88Maybin, Central Services Agency; Mr. J. D. A. Robb, Northern Area; Mr. H. M.
Stevenson, Thoracic Surgery; Mr. R. I. Wilson, N.T. Orthopaedic Service.
The death of Mr. G. W. V. Greig in August, 19,74, was much regretted by the
Committee. He had been a most useful member for a number of years and had
contributed much to postgraduate education and the training of young surgeons.
During the past year representatives of the Specialist Advisory Committee in
General Surgery made their second visit to the Province. They visited the Waveney,
Altnagelvin and Craigavon Hospitals and met senior and junior staff from various
hospitals in the Northern, Western and Southern Areas respectively. In the Eastern
Area they visited the Ulster and Mater Infirmorum Hospitals, and met adminis-
trative and senior and junior medical staff from a number of hospitals in the Area.
They have now made their recommendations as to the suitability of various posts
for higher surgical training. In addition, the Advisory Committees dealing with
Higher Training in the Surgical Specialties have, for the most part, completed
their assessment and made their recommendations.
For some time the Advanced Course in Postgraduate Surgery had been held on
Monday evenings from 6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m., with additional ward rounds and
Radiology and Surgical Pathology lectures at 5 p.m. on a number of afternoons
during the winter session. In response to numerous requests and after consultation
with the surgical consultants throughout the Province it was agreed to hold the
1974/75 course on a half-day release basis instead of Monday evenings. It was
felt that Friday afternoons, 2.00 p.m.-4.15 p.m., would be the most suitable,
especially for those coming up from the peripheral hospitals who might then attend
the surgeons' meetings normally held at the Royal Victoria Hospital at 4.45 p.m.
on Fridays.
Over the years some of the surgical trainees have kept a log of the surgical
operations which they have undertaken personally or with the assistance of a senior
colleague. The committee felt that it would be helpful for all surgical trainees to
keep such a log of their work and to this end a preliminary pilot scheme has been
introduced to assess the usefulness of such records.
OTOLARYNGOLOGY COMMITEE
The Committee which consists of: Mr. J. H. A. Black, Mr. R. S. McCrea, Mr.
R. Harvey, Mr. G. D. L. Smyth, Mr. A. G. Kerr, has advised the Department
of Health and the Northern Ireland Council for Postgraduate Medical Education.
In March 1974 a meeting was held with the Joint Committee for Higher Surgical
Training concerning the future organisation of training programmes during the
next decade. At present, rotational training exists between the Eye & Ear Clinic,
Royal Victoria Hospital and the ENT Departments of the Belfast City, Tyrone
County and Altnagelvin Hospitals. Advanced lectures in para-otological subjects
are given each week during the Christmas and Easter terms by consultants in
other specialities and by guest speakers from other ENT centres. Lectures and
demonstrations in micro-anatomy of the temporal bone and the ENT region gener-
ally are presented at weekly intervals by one of the consultant staff. Intensive
89tuition and case presentation is available preparatory to the final ENT FRCS, and
a journal club is held weekly in the Eye & Ear Clinic, Royal Victoria Hospital.
Expansion of the activities of the Department of Otorhinolaryngology with
development of the work of the research laboratories and augmentation of our
audio-visual facilities continues.
G.D.L.S.
BOOK REVIEWS
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL ENDOCRINOLOGY. By D. A. D. Montgomery
and R. B. Welbourn. (Pp. 615, tables 74, figures 73. £f27.00). London: Amold.
1975.
IN 1963 these authors published a highly practical textbook of Endocrinology entitled
"Clinical Endocrinology for Surgeons" which was widely acclaimed. Progress in endo-
crinology in the intervening twelve years has demanded the production of a revised version,
but the present volume is much more than just a second edition. It is deliberately aimed at
a larger market, including physicians, physiologists and laboratory workers as well as
surgeons.
Much of the original has been eliminated, including almost all the clinical photo-
graphs and the rather charming, almost anecdotal, "Belfast series" of clinical experiences.
Removal of this type of material is in keeping with current practice, but it does perhaps
make the remaining text just a little drier. Progress in endocrinology has been so explosive
that the size of the book is doubled-to a total of some 600 pages. Every clinical aspect of
endocrinology is covered in detail, including clear descriptions of biochemistry, easily
comprehended even by the amateur.
The "Belfast" flavour of the work is preserved by Dr. McGeown's excellent chapter on
the parathyroid glands, and Professor Ivan Johnston's lucid contribution on the endocrine
response to stress. Each clinician will probably choose a different chapter as the most
interesting and useful to him, but my personal choice includes those on the adrenal cortex
and the alimentary tract, which is rightly recognized as the largest endocrine organ in the
body.
The book is encyclopaedic in its information content and remarkably up-to-date (in view
of the delays in publication) with many 1973 references. References are not included in the
text, but given at the end of each chapter; a system with advocates, but also with dis-
advantages. The index is excellent and the layout of individual chapters is clear, greatly
helping the busy doctor who dips into the book to find information quickly.
I do wish that I could give the hackneyed advice to "every clinician to buy a; copy" but
unfortunately inflation has intervened. In 1963 the cost was £4.00; today, all the expensive
photographs have been omitted and the quality of the paper having deteriorated, the price
has increased more than six-fold! It is perhaps not within the remit of the reviewer to
criticize the publisher, but this fantastic price, together with repeated delays in publication,
really is disappointing.
I predict that this book will be in great demand, so that libraries and those with A+
awards are advised to keep their copies on the end of a chain.
T.L.K.
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